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Arizona

Custody

One party must be Arizona domiciliary and presence has been 
maintained 90 days prior to filing for divorce.

Source: http://www.azleg.gov/ArizonaRevisedStatutes.asp?Title=25

For divorce, the court papers on what you want the 
judge to order about legal decision-making and 
parenting time, and for child support should be 

prepared before time.

Source: Instructions: How to Fill Out Papers for 
Dissolution of a Non-Covenant Marriage (Divorce) 

with Minor Children 

https://www.azcourts.gov/selfservicecenter/Child-
Support-Family-Law/Family-Law-Forms/Dissolution-

of-Marriage-with-Children 

Mediation is for parents who need help in writing a 
parenting plan for their minor Children. If you and 
the other parent cannot agree on how legal 
decisions will be made for your children or when 
the children will spend time with each of you, you 
will be required to attend mediation. Mediation is 
when you meet with a neutral third party, and it is a 
free service through the Conciliation Court. This 
can be done any time after the other parent has filed 
a “response.”

If mediation fails, the case goes back to court.

https://azcourthelp.org/browse-by-topic/small-
claims/150-self-representation-
resources/forms/family-children

Maricopa County only: https://clsaz.org/flap/

Arizona Legal Aid Resources (this site has a list of 
free legal services): https://azcourthelp.
org/home/legal-aid-resources 

https://www.azcourts.gov/familylaw/Child-Support-
Family-Law-Information-Resources (under 'Authorities')

https://www.azcourts.gov/selfservicecenter/Family-Law-
Forms 

No account set up option for self-represented litigants, 
filing is done at the court

Fill out and file the papers to begin the case
      Documents:
          The Family Court Cover Sheet/Sensitive Data sheet
          The cover sheet (a separate one may not be required, depending on the county).
          The Summons to Respond/Appear.
          The Petition to Establish Paternity, Child Support, Child Custody (Legal Decision-Making and Parenting Time)
          The Notice of Appearance.
Serve the other party
Take a parenting class
Wait to file a consent decree
Wait for a response
File for a default judgment
Go to court
Source: https://azcourthelp.org/browse-by-topic/small-claims/150-self-representation-resources/forms/family-children

Divorce
https://www.azcourts.gov/Portals/31/Forms/AOCDR10H.pdf
https://www.azcourts.gov/selfservicecenter/Child-Support-Family-Law/Family-Law-Forms/Dissolution-of-Marriage-with-
Children

Colorado

Custody

Custody:
You can start a child custody and/or child support case if you are:
1.  A parent;
2.  A person other than a parent if the child is NOT in the physical 
custody of one of the parents;
3.  A person other than a parent who has taken physical care of a child 
for 182 days or more. Such a person must file the case within 182 days 
after he or she stops physically caring for the child; OR
4.  A party to a Dependency and Neglect case if:
     (a)  There is an existing Dependency and Neglect case, AND
     (b)  No other case involving the child is pending anywhere else

Divorce:
You or your spouse must have lived in Colorado for at least 91 days 
before you can file a divorce case in Colorado.

Please note that if your minor children have not lived in Colorado for 
at least 182 days immediately prior to you filing your divorce case, the 
Colorado Courts may not be able to enter any orders related to parental 
responsibilities.

Bring the forms required by your Case Management 
Order with you to the Initial Status Conference.

When you have completed all the requirements for 
your divorce and you are ready for the final decree to 
be issued you can ask the court to issue your decree 
without having to appear in court. The decision will be 
up to the court on whether or not you have to appear. 

If no agreement is reached, the parties should file a 
status report, either by themselves or
through their attorney, informing the judge that the 
parties mediated on a specific date, but
no issues were resolved. If the mediator has 
determined that mediation was not appropriate
and did not occur, the mediator may provide a 
document to you to file with the court to verify you 
complied with a mediation order.

If some of the issues are resolved, but others remain 
unresolved, then the parties should
let the court know the specific details of what was 
resolved and what the parties want the
court to decide.

Source: https://www.courts.state.co.
us/userfiles/file/Administration/Planning_and_Anal
ysis/Court%20Programs/ODR/Mediation%
20Guide%20for%20Colorado%
20Courts/APartyGuide.pdf 

https://www.courts.state.co.us/Self_Help/Index.
cfm

List of Resources here (at bottom of page), doesn't 
say if it free or not: https://www.courts.state.co.
us/Self_Help/legalday/index.cfm 

https://www.courts.state.co.us/Forms/Forms_List.cfm?
Form_Type_ID=108

No account set up option for self-represented litigants, 
filing is done at the court

Filing with other parent:
STEP 1- Download and complete your forms.
     Case Information Sheet,
     Petition for Allocation of Parental Responsibilities, and
     Order for Allocation of Parental Responsibilities

STEP 2- Complete the Verification section on the last page of the Petition. 

STEP 3- File your Forms with the Court.

Filing on your own:
STEP 1- Download and Complete your Forms.
     Case Information Sheet,
     Petition for Allocation of Parental Responsibilities,
     Summons to Respond to Petition for Allocation of Parental Responsibilities, and
     Order for Allocation of Parental Responsibilities

STEP 2- Complete the Verification section on the last page of the Petition. 

STEP 3- File your forms with the court.

STEP 4- Arrange to serve the other parent.

Other Steps:
- After you file your case, the clerk will likely give you a Case Management Order
- Mark the Initial Status Conference date on your calendar.
- Submit any additional forms the court may need include:
     Sworn Financial Statement
     Certificate of Compliance with C.R.C.P. 16.2(e)
     Parenting Plan
     Support Order
     Petitioner/Co-Petitioner/Respondent Pre-trial Statement
- If the Case Management Order gives you specific information on how to schedule a status conference or hearing, follow 
those steps.
- Go to your Initial Status Conference

Source: https://www.courts.state.co.us/Self_Help/parentalresponsibilities/
Divorce

STEP 1: Identify where to file your divorce case.
You should file your divorce case with the district court in the county where you live or where your spouse lives. 

STEP 2: Decide whether you and your spouse will file the divorce case together.

Filing together:
STEP 3: Download and complete your forms.
     Case Information Sheet, and
     Petition for Dissolution of Marriage or Legal Separation

STEP 4: Complete the Verification section on the last page of the Petition. 

STEP 5: File your Forms with the Court.

Filing on your own:
STEP 3: Download and Complete your Forms.
    Case Information Sheet, 
    Petition for Dissolution of Marriage or Legal Separation, and 
    Summons for Dissolution of Marriage or Legal Separation

STEP 4: Complete the Verification section on the last page of the Petition. 

STEP 5: File your forms with the court.

STEP 6: Arrange to serve your spouse (the Respondent) with the divorce paperwork

Remaining Steps (whether you file with spuse or on your own):
STEP 7: Read your Case Management Order and complete additional forms.
STEP 8: Mark the Initial Status Conference date on your calendar.
STEP 9: Additional forms the court may need include:
      Sworn Financial Statement
      Certificate of Compliance with C.R.C.P. 16.2(e)
      Separation Agreement
      Parenting Plan
      Decree of Dissolution of Marriage or Legal Separation
      Support Order
      Petitioner/Co-Petitioner/Respondent Pre-Trial Statement

Note: If the Case Management Order gives you specific information on how to schedule a status conference or hearing, 
follow those steps. 
STEP 10: Go to your Initial Status Conference.

Source: https://www.courts.state.co.us/Self_Help/divorce/ 

Indiana
Both procedures are started by e-filing documents or paper filing with the court

Source: https://indianalegalhelp.org/how-to-file-with-the-court/

No Special Requirements to Start Custody Procedures

Divorce: In general, one of the spouses must live in Indiana for six (6) 
months or more–being stationed on a military base in Indiana counts 

toward this requirement–in order to file for divorce in Indiana.

Source: https://indianalegalhelp.org/divorce-faq/

https://indianalegalhelp.org/
https://indianalegalhelp.org/

https://indiana.freelegalanswers.org/

https://indianalegalhelp.org/family-law-forms-and-
resources/

Divorce: https://indianalegalhelp.org/court-forms/forms-
divorce/ 

Custody: https://indianalegalhelp.org/court-forms/forms-
parenting-time-and-custody/ 

E-filing involvs crearing an account, depending on the 
provider chosen the case can be tracked

llinois
Louisiana

Massachusetts

Michigan

Custody
Step 1: Custody cases are opened with the folllowing forms:
      Complaint
      Verified Statement
      Friend of the Court Questionnaire
      Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction Enforcement Act Affidavit
      Application for IV-D Child Support Service
      Summons to notify the other parent of the case

Step 2: 

In custody cases, if you are not married, you’ll need to confirm 
paternity, which can be done by filing an Affidavit of Parentage with 
the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS).

Most counties require parents to complete a parenting class called 
SMILE (for married parents) or COPE (for unmarried parents).

Mississippi

Custody

For divorce, one party must be an actual, bona fide resident in 
Mississippi for 6 months before suit.

https://courts.ms.gov/Legal/CivilLegal.php

http://www.msatjc.org/
https://courts.ms.gov/Legal/CivilLegal.php https://courts.ms.gov/research/rules/rules.php No account setup

File a petition for custody in the proper court, usually in the county where the child resides or is physically present. 
Once the petition is filed, you will need to serve your child’s other parent.

Divorce

The main documents for an uncontested divorce include:

     Joint Complaint for Divorce (signed by both spouses in the presence of a notary)
     Property Settlement Agreement (also signed by both spouses and notarized)
     Judgment of Divorce based on irreconcilable differences, and
     Civil cover sheet form.

If you have minor children, you'll need additional forms, including a "UCCJEA Affidavit."

With a contested divorce, you'll complete a Complaint and cover sheet. When you're completing the forms, the spouse who 
starts the divorce process is the "plaintiff," and the other spouse is the "defendant."

https://azcourthelp.org/browse-by-topic/small-claims/150-self-representation-resources/forms/family-children
https://azcourthelp.org/browse-by-topic/small-claims/150-self-representation-resources/forms/family-children
https://azcourthelp.org/browse-by-topic/small-claims/150-self-representation-resources/forms/family-children
https://www.courts.state.co.us/Self_Help/Index.cfm
https://www.courts.state.co.us/Self_Help/Index.cfm
https://www.courts.state.co.us/Forms/Forms_List.cfm?Form_Type_ID=108
https://www.courts.state.co.us/Forms/Forms_List.cfm?Form_Type_ID=108
https://indianalegalhelp.org/
https://courts.ms.gov/Legal/CivilLegal.php
https://courts.ms.gov/research/rules/rules.php
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Ohio

Custody

To intiate divorce, the plaintiff must have been resident of Ohio for 6 
months.

If an agreement is not reached then a magistrate or 
a judge decides any remaining issues. https://www.ohiolegalhelp.org/ https://www.ohiolegalhelp.org/ https://www.supremecourt.ohio.

gov/LegalResources/Rules/default.asp https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/jcs/cfc/drforms/ No account setup needed

In Ohio, two methods are used to establish child custody -- either the parents decide their custody arrangement or the 
courts will make the decision for them. Parental decisions will, however, ultimately be presented to a court for final 

approval.

If parents can reach an out-of-court agreement on child custody (known as parenting time in Ohio) and visitation rights 
through mediation, informal negotiations, or attorneys, they largely have the final say. Once an agreement is reached, 
parties will submit a parenting plan to a court for final approval. An informal court hearing may follow, with the judge 

asking questions to ascertain whether the parties understand and voluntarily agree to the plan. If a court is satisfied the plan 
was fairly negotiated and has the best interests of the child in mind, an approval and entry of parenting judgment will 

almost always follow.

However, if the parents cannot come to an agreement on child custody, a court will make the determination. In this 
situation the outcome will be less certain for the parties, as the court must consider the best interest of the child. The court 

may conduct interviews and look to other considerations in making its determination and issuing a parenting time order.

Source: https://www.findlaw.com/state/ohio-law/ohio-child-custody-forms-and-process.html 
Divorce

 Submit all of the following documents for divorce with children:
• Complaint for Divorce
• Divorce Notice of Hearing & Request for Service
• Affidavit of Income & Expenses
• Affidavit of Property & Debts
• Copies of your Parenting Seminar Certificate
• UCCJEA / Parenting Affidavit
• Health Insurance Affidavit
• Final Decree of Divorce with Children
• Motion for Temporary Orders (optional)
• Motion, Affidavit & Order for Restraining Order (optional)

Source: https://cms7files1.revize.com/starkcountyoh/Document_center/Government/Legal%20&%20Judicial/Family%
20Court/Resources/Court%20Filing%20Forms/New%20Court%20Filing%20Packets/Divorce%20WITH%20children.pdf?
t=1659150445503&t=1659150445503 

For divorce without children:
• Complaint for Divorce
• Divorce Notice of Hearing & Request for Service
• Affidavit of Income & Expenses
• Affidavit of Property & Debts
• Final Decree of Divorce without Children
• Motion for Temporary Orders (optional)
• Motion, Affidavit & Order for Restraining Order (optional)

Source: https://cms7files1.revize.com/starkcountyoh/Document_center/Government/Legal%20&%20Judicial/Family%
20Court/Resources/Court%20Filing%20Forms/New%20Court%20Filing%20Packets/Divorce%20without%20Children.
pdf?t=1659150445503&t=1659150445503 

Virginia

Custody

Mandatory Mediation
Unlike some states, Virginia doesn't require a parenting plan. 
However, the parties must attend mandatory mediation to try to 
resolve the issues in the case.
If the parties reach a resolution in mediation, the agreement is 
incorporated into a court order at the initial return date. If not, the case 
proceeds to the initial hearing.

Source: https://www.findlaw.com/state/virginia-law/virginia-child-
custody-procedure.html

Parents must start the paperwork through their local Court Services 
Unit of the Juvenile and Domestic Relations (J&DR) Court.  For 
parents with a Divorce case, the Circuit Court could also handle 
custody and support (both spousal and child).

Source: https://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/pdf/pro-se-divorce-
procedures-brochure.pdf 

To obtain a divorce in Virginia, either you or your spouse must be a 
resident of Virginia for at least six months prior to filing for divorce. If 
there are no children from the marriage, you must be separated for a 
minimum of six months and have a written property settlement 
agreement before you may file for divorce. If there are children from 
the marriage, you must be separated a minimum of one year before 
you may file for divorce.

Source: https://selfhelp.vacourts.gov/node/13/custody-visitation-
support

In between the filing and the initial appearance, the 
parties are ordered to attend mandatory mediation to 
resolve the issues in the case.

If the divorce is uncontested then it proceeds with a 
ore tenus hearing and this is requested by one the 
parties with the following documents:

Request for Ore Tenus Hearing
Original prposed Final Order of Divorce
Name Change Order too resume maiden or former 
name
Original of any Separation Agreement
Prrivate Addendum
VS-4 Form
Waiver of Notice or Proof of Service

Source: https://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/pdf/pro-
se-divorce-procedures-brochure.pdf

If the parties do not reach an agreement, that should 
be reported back by the neutral, without any 
comment or recommendation. Where there is no 
settlement, the court can schedule a pre-trial 
conference and ask the parties whether issues were 
narrowed or whether the case can be streamlined 
because of the progress made in the ADR session.

Source: https://www.vacourts.
gov/courtadmin/aoc/djs/programs/drs/mediation/faq
.html

https://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/p
df/pro-se-divorce-procedures-brochure.pdf

https://www.valegalaid.org/ https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/library/va.html

https://selfhelp.vacourts.gov/node/46/custody-visitation-
child-support-forms

https://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/pdf/pro-se-

divorce-procedures-brochure.pdf

https://eapps.courts.state.va.us/ocis/landing

After the proper venue is established (your child must have lived in the Virginia county for at least 6 months prior to the 
filing), the child custody procedure begins with the filing of the petition. A Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and 
Enforcement Act Affidavit (https://www.vacourts.gov/forms/district/dc620.pdf) for each child is also filed.

If there has been a previous order awarding custody or visitation between the parties to the new case, filing a Motion to 
Amend custody is sometimes used, but this depends on the city or county's practice in which the case is to file.

After filing the Petition or Motion to Amend, an initial court date is set.
Divorce

Fairfax Circuuit Court put together a brochure with process: https://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/pdf/pro-se-divorce-procedures-brochure.pdf

Step 1: The person starting the divorce (plaintiff) files the following documents:
    Original Complaint and one copy, copy will be used for service
    Completed VS-4 form
    Two copies of the complete Domestic Case Coversheet
    Filing fees and Sheriff fees (http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/circuit/pdf/CCR-A-20.pdf)

Step 2: The Petiton for Proceeding in Civil Case Without Payment of Fees or Costs is needed if tthe plantiff qualifies ofr 
waiver of court costs and fees

Step 3: Case number will be assigned as soon as the forms are files

Step 4: The Plaintiff then serves the Defendant

https://www.ohiolegalhelp.org/
https://www.ohiolegalhelp.org/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/LegalResources/Rules/default.asp
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/LegalResources/Rules/default.asp
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/jcs/cfc/drforms/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/pdf/pro-se-divorce-procedures-brochure.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/pdf/pro-se-divorce-procedures-brochure.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/pdf/pro-se-divorce-procedures-brochure.pdf
https://www.valegalaid.org/
https://www.vacourts.gov/courtadmin/library/va.html
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/pdf/pro-se-divorce-procedures-brochure.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/pdf/pro-se-divorce-procedures-brochure.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/pdf/pro-se-divorce-procedures-brochure.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/pdf/pro-se-divorce-procedures-brochure.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/pdf/pro-se-divorce-procedures-brochure.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/circuit/sites/circuit/files/assets/documents/pdf/pro-se-divorce-procedures-brochure.pdf
https://eapps.courts.state.va.us/ocis/landing

