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Strategy is not the
consequence of
planning, but the
opposite: its the

starting point.



What will it cost?
Is my court Pro se
friendly?
Can I locate the other
party?
Do I need an attorney?

WHAT IS NORTH
CAROLINA'S FAMILY
PROCEDURE?

This is the time to time
your petition based on
the court's calendar, i.e.
pre-holidays where
court staff vacations are
frequent, motion filings
are high and schedules
are erratic.

This is also the time to
gather as much
information as you can, no
matter the source.
Everything has the
potential to provide the
necessary background
information you need.

Get acquainted with your
court's website. Look for
forms, resources, rules, etc.



File your papers (Petition) with clerk of your court
(specific district). Create an account on the court's
portal for e-filing.  Once you file, the court will notify you
when it was "accepted". 

You will need to have the other party "served" in person
(except in cases where they have an attorney.) File
"proof of service" with the clerk before court date.

Your case will be assigned to the court's case tracking
system. You should be able to access the portal to check
status. 
All notices for court action will be sent to all the parties
(and/or the attorneys) on the case.

I. FILING DOCUMENTS:
1.

II. SERVICE OF PROCESS:
1.

III. CALENDAR OF CASE, CASE TRACKING:
1.

2.

C O U R T  
P R O C E D U R E I N I T I A L  

P H A S E



Most Districts in NC have a mandatory mediation
process. Litigants go through Mediation Orientation, then
Mediation. ADR is NC's primary goal in all cases, except
where domestic violence is present. If successful, the a
court order is issued at that point. No further court is
necessary.

If mediation did not resolve the case, then it's placed on
the Court's active calendar. A judge will be assigned and
the litigants ordered to complete Parenting Education.
Issues of child support or divorce go before a different
judge to "hear" them.
 Judges will do what they can to keep to get prompt
resolutions of family law issues. This means they try to
get all cases resolved within one year. 
A Family Court Case Manager will schedule all future
appearances.

IV. MANDATORY MEDIATION:
1.

V. COURT ROUTE:
1.

2.

3.

C O U R T  
P R O C E D U R E P R E -

C O U R T  
P H A S E



If no temporary orders have been issued yet, this is the
time. NC courts aim to have a temp order for
custody/visitation in place within 45 days from the date
of filing the Petition.  This conference is perfect to
implement a parenting schedule and/or plan that meets
the objectives of all parties involved. 
The court will attempt to resolve any issue it can but will
really focus on identifying issues that were incapable of
settling during mediation. At any time, the court can
recommend mediation again. 
 The court will also inquire about the parties' intentions to
hire an attorney if they haven't already. 
Although your evidence or proof is not the intention of
this court appearance, you should always show the court
that you are ready to "settle" the case by having all of
your documents, audio, video, pics, etc. with you.

VI. INITIAL CONFERENCE:
1.

2.

3.

4.

 

C O U R T  
P R O C E D U R E C O U R T  

P H A S E
P T . 1



The Status Conference is the parties opportunity to
discuss recurring issues, unresolved issues and new
issues that stem from temporary orders. The purpose is
to "check-in" with all parties to see how things are going.
Motions are also addressed here.
Interim services (like drug testing, psychological
examinations, etc.) are usually requested, ordered
and/or followed up.
Assignment of Guardian ad Litems usually happen at this
phase depending on the claims, allegations, etc. of any
of the parties.  Either party (or their attorney) can
request the appointment of a GAL. The GAL fees can be
apportioned between both parties or paid by only one.
(NC does have a GAL volunteer program available in
limited cases.
Attorneys and self-represented parties must attend
unless waived in advance by the court. 

VII. STATUS CONFERENCE:
1.

2.

3.

4.

C O U R T  
P R O C E D U R E C O U R T  

P H A S E
P T . 2



The Pre-Trial meeting is not the court's aim. NC strongly
encourages settlement or resolution of custody cases
through means other than trial. But if the case made it to
this point, the court will endeavor to narrow the issues for
trial down to as few as possible.
The court will implement its authority to encourage ADR
even at this point. But, it will also use this time to plot out
the logistics of trial using the court's timeline.
Pre-trial Conferences are required in NC custody cases.
The form to place the case on the court's Non-Jury Trial
calendar must be filed four weeks before this date.
At least 21 days prior to trial date, Plaintiff's attorney shall
arrange a pre-trial conference with the Defendant's
attorney to be held not later than seven days before trial
date. At such conference a pre-trial order shall be
prepared and signed by the attorneys.

VIII. PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

 

C O U R T  
P R O C E D U R E C O U R T  

P H A S E
P T . 3



File your papers
(Petition) with clerk of
your court (specific
district). Create an
account on the court's
portal for e-filing.  Once
you file, the court will
notify you when it was
"accepted". 

You will need to have
the other party "served"
in person (except in
cases where they have
an attorney.) 

Your case will be
assigned to the court's
case tracking system.
You should be able to
access the portal to
check status. 
All notices for court
action will be sent to all
the parties (and/or the
attorneys) on the case.

FILING:
1.

Service of Process:
1.

Case Calendar:
1.

2.

Most Districts in NC
have a mandatory
mediation process.
Litigants go through
Mediation Orientation,
then Mediation. ADR is
NC's primary goal in all
cases, except where
domestic violence is
present.  If successful,
the a court order is
issued at that point. No
further court is
necessary.  

If mediation did not
resolve the case, then
it's placed on the
Court's active calendar.
A judge will be assigned
and the litigants
ordered to complete
Parenting Education.
Issues of child support
or divorce go before a
different judge to "hear"
them.

MANDATORY MEDIATIONl
1.

Court Route:
1.



04KNOW WHICH

Create a brand and
establish a strong online
presence.
Define brand guidelines.
Increase brand
awareness and visibility.
Strengthen their brand
reputation among
customers, industry
members, and their
target audience.

Branding tools can
include software
applications, platforms,
and marketing tactics,
among other things.
When you start looking
into your possibilities,
you'll notice that there
are branding tools for
email marketing, social
media interaction, and
visual storytelling, to
name a few.

What tools will you
rely on to communicate
your brand?

Simply put, branding tools
help businesses:



Subscribe
to Our Weekly

Newsletter

NEED MORE INSIGHT?

Join our mailing list to receive the latest information
about branding tips and news updates.

SIGN UP NOW

WWW.REALLYGREATSITE.COM


